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Overview of WisDOT’s meeting purpose and WisDOT’s long-range plan by WisDOT staff:
Sandy Beaupre gave an overview of WisDOT’s upcoming long-range transportation plan,
Connections 2030 (C2030). WisDOT is currently seeking input on transportation planning
issues from stakeholder groups and larger Wisconsin cities. Plan alternatives should be




available for public comment in July of 2005. The plan is scheduled to be completed in
2006.

2. Gathering of input from WCPA: Discussion focused on the following issues:

a. Regional Issues
WCPA members noted several regional issues including a study of modernizing the
St. Lawrence Seaway and funding for expanding the Soo Locks were important to
the continued viability of ports on the Great Lakes. WisDOT should continue to be
involved in and supportive of these efforts.

b. Financing
WCPA members noted that the funding for the Harbor Assistance Program had not
changed in nearly a decade and recent changes to the program has expanded program
eligibility. Individual project costs are increasing, so the number of projects that can
be completed is being reduced.

They also raised some concerns about some types of private sector eligibility for
Harbor Assistance Funds, particularly for the operation and maintenance of ferries.

The long-term viability of program should be addressed in the plan

a. Connectivity

Several board members noted that the road network that connect the ports to the
highway system need to be maintained and modernized to handle future freight
traffic. This is a key link that often falls through the cracks.

d. Participation
Several board members were pleased that the department decided to participate in
their meeting. WCPA would like to stay connected to the planning process and be
available to comment as the plan proceeds. The board invited WisDOT to provide a
plan update at their 2005 meeting next summer.



